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rivers and several others went to Kailasa to worship the
Great God Sankara. The conference, packed with these holy
personalities, was presided over by Sankara with his consort
Parvathi by his side. Lord Brahma got up and raised the
following questions.
"Which is the greatest among Dharmas? Who is the
greatest among the Gods whose worship means the worship
of all other Gods?" Sage Bhrigu rose and declared that the
worship of Lord Vishnu was the highest of all the Dharmas
for he was the greatest of all the Gods and his worship
included the worship of all the Gods.
Sage Agastya protested and said that Lord Siva was
the greatest God; the whole universe had its origin only in
Him. The creative power of Lord Barhma and protective
power of Lord Vishnu were only derived by the grace of
Sankara. In Him are all gods. So His worship is the worship
of all gods and it is the best Dharma. A verbal duel ensued
between them. Agastya had posed a challenge, "Who so
over bestows on me the supremacy of being the best, that
God alone is to be worshipped. 1 am going to perform severe
penance to achieve that aim". Bhrigu accepted the challenge.
At that stage Vishnu called Bhrigu aside and pointed
out that Paramasiva was the father of entire universe as
also of himself and all other Gods." I owe my powers only
to the great God. So also all other Gods." Thus enlightened
Sage Bhrigu accompanied by Vishnu paid obeisance to
Sankara. The conference ended. Sage Agastya left for
Dhakshina Kailasa to perform penance to achieve
superiority.
Agastya's penance had no parallel. It was so intense
that the heat generated by it was scorching the three worlds.
Devendra was afraid that his high position would be
occupied by some body dear to the sage. So he employed
Urvasi, Menaka and Rambha to distract the penance of the